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STATEMENT OF MOST REVEREND NELSON J. PÉREZ ON THE 

IMPENDING WINTER STORM AND SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION 

The impending winter snowstorm for this Sunday, January 25, 2026, and the corresponding state 

of emergency declared by the City of Philadelphia, reminds everyone to make prudential and 

safe decisions regarding travel. 

While the obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sunday remains, if the weather impedes people 

from attending Mass safely, especially the elderly, then they should remain at home. A good 

alternative is to attend the Saturday evening Anticipated Mass ahead of the storm. 

For those who cannot attend Mass, then time should be spent reading the Word of God or in 

prayer to mark the Lord’s Day. Masses will not be cancelled to provide for those who can and 

will attend Holy Mass for Sunday. Please check parish information sources in the event the 

Sunday Mass schedule is modified. Be assured of my prayers and blessing for all of you and 

your families as I rely on your prayers for me. 

Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D. 

Archbishop of Philadelphia 
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